THE ARMOUR OF LIGHT

Light is a theme common to Advent and Christmas. The light that lightens
every one is coming into the world. The light shines in the darkness and the
darkness does not overcome it. Jesus himself is the light of the world. The
night is far spent and the day is at hand. Let us then cast off the works of
darkness and put on the armour of light.

But what sort of light is this? Feeble or bright? Glaring or soft? Frightening
or kindly? Isit the light of judgement, or of mercy, or both? Now, at the end
of time or on the day of our death?

These are not just theoretical questions. Frequently, and not only for most of
us in our lives as ministers of the Gospel, we come under the searchlight of
scrutiny, whether of the speed camera or closed circuit television, of
examination, assessment or appraisal. “Have | done all right?’ as Jim Hacker
asked those around, giving a range of different emphases to those five small
words. Many of you come under scrutiny in your work or leisure activities, not
to speak of in your Reader ministry itself. Have | been selected? Trained?
Received alicence or had it renewed? And as some one eligible for a bus-pass
| am preparing to answer the question: how many years of active ministry do |
have in me, before | too thankfully enjoy Emeritus status?

But what sort of light? And how does it fee? Am | like a rabbit frozen
immobile, caught at night-time in the headlights of a car? Like a prisoner
looking into such a glare that it is impossible to make out the face of the
interrogator? Such alight is aggressive and unloving, one-sided because it is
operated by one party to attack the other with no attempt to be open in return.
Hardly the light of Christ.

St Paul in Romans 13 wrote about the armour of light. He saw that light as a
protection rather than athreat, asit is not an artificial human creation but stems
from the nature of the new world in Christ. Therefore Paul can write of
salvation being nearer than when we first believed, the night being far gone and
the day being at hand.



Daylight differs from a searchlight in that it falls on al parties. In a phrase
used of the Anglican Communion there is “mutual accountability and
interdependence”. In any form of enquiry in which Readers are involved there
should be an openness on both sides to the grace of God in each other and to
the demands of God which challenge each. You may be interested to know
that the Assistant Wardens have been trying out the appraisal process, which
we are offering to all Readers, and in each case the interviewer has felt that he
or she has gained from the event as much as if not more than the person
interviewed. | hope that is true in parishes aso. | well remember our Worship
Leaders Group (which includes Readers and Clergy) benefiting from
constructive criticism of one another’ s sermons, starting with the Vicar’s.

As Christians let us be willing to turn to the light, secure in the hope that the
truth will make us free, and that God’'s grace can renew us and change us.
Daylight gives warmth far beyond that of the largest artificial illumination.
How much more Jesus Christ as a light to the nations, with the power and
guidance of the Holy Spirit!

May you have a blessed Advent and Christmas and a joyful Centenary Y ear,

Farewell to Pam

There was a good turnout of Readers for the farewell
presentation to Pam de Wit prior to the AGM in May. From
the splendid donations you sent - £583.50 - Pam was
presented on the night with a Bible with commentary, suitably SS=
inscribed, a flower arrangement in basket (courtesy of Jackie §
Ledbrook) and a cheque for the difference with which she has
now purchased a magnificent Dutch chiming clock.

Just before Pam left to join her husband, John, at Holy Trinity
Church, Utrecht, she wrote a letter of thanks and followed it
up recently with another letter describing the clock she has
purchased.

She writes: “It is a charming traditional Dutch clock which
very accurately keeps track of the time and the moon and
sweetly chimes the hours and half hours, happily reminding
me of colleagues and friends among the Birmingham Readers.
With thanks again for a lovely gift and warmest good wishes
to all.
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WecomeTolLiz

We welcome Liz Howlett as Pam’s successor. Liz was already known in the
Diocese having been first a Church Army officer and more recently an
Assistant Curate in the Shirley Team Ministry. In these roles she has had wide
experience of parish work, mission, pastoral care and education. Sheisideally
qualified for this new role as Liz graduated with a degree in theology and took
post graduate training in adult education.

She was able to work alongside Pam for a month before inheriting total
responsibility for all Adult Education in the diocese, and embraces the training
of Reader candidates. At the time of writing, she is conducting final interviews
with both the candidates and their incumbents before making recommendations
to the Bishop about their licensing in January.

The Secretary writes

Licensing Service - January 15
We hope all Readers have noted that thisis being held on January 15, 2005 at
11am in the Cathedral. It is a year when we shall all be re-licensed by our
Bishop, and as this will be the first big Diocesan event in our centenary year,
heisvery keen that it should be in the Cathedral.

Candidates selected for Training

The following applicants were selected for Reader Training at the Selection
Conference in June and have begun their training.

Trudy Butterworth St Barnabas, Erdington

Roger Cornwall St John, Walmley

Margaret Harding St Clement, Castle Bromwich

David Harrison St Andrew, Barnt Green

Josh Jones St Martin, Birmingham

Miriam Reid Holy Trinity, Birchfield

Sheila Richmond St Peter, Maney

Beverley Robottom-Scott St Margaret, Olton

Anne Waugh The Ascension, Stirchley

There will be pressure on space and so arrangements have been made for us to
robe at the offices of Wragge & Co in Colmore Row opposite the Cathedral,
thus allowing the South Aisle to be used for seating. We shall aso be
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maximising the seating capacity in the Nave. Arrangements have been made
for avideo and screens to ensure that everyone gets a good view of events.

A representative committee of Readers has been invited to work with Canon
Gary O’ Neill and our Warden John to plan a Eucharist service shaped around
the Saints Day for Bishop Charles Gore, the first Bishop appointed to
Birmingham, and the theme for the following day - The First Disciples.

In view of the importance of this very special occasion, we hope all Readers
will make a special effort to be with us. Light refreshments will be offered at
Wragge & Co after the service and our new licences along with the old licence
will be available for you to collect.

Bishops Regulationson “Emeritus’ Status

A revised edition of the Bishops Regulations for Reader Ministry, produced
nationally in 2000, is hopefully to be made generally available with some notes
about proceduresin this diocese.

One change, which has the approval of Bishop Sentamu, is that the term
‘Emeritus’ is only to be used for the time when a Reader has ceased both to
hold a Licence and Permission to Officiate - in other words has ceased active
service.

Readers over 70 will continue to apply to the Bishop, if they and their
incumbent wish, for Permission to Officiate and this will in future be granted
for threeyears. Their title will revert to Reader for they are not yet “Emeritus’.

News of Readers

The Secretary and Eric Dwyer, Edmund’'s Reader colleague, visited Edmund
Fidgeon at the nursing home where he now lives to present him with his 50-
year Reader certificate signed by our Bishop. Edmund was licensed by Bishop
Leonard Wilson in June 1954 to St Christopher’'s, Springfield, and later
transferred to St Anne’'s. Moseley. His licensing had been delayed due to the
ill health of Bishop Barnes, an illness which resulted in the Bishop's
retirement.

Thisyear Philip Bellingham, John Cook, Alan Crumpler, Cyril Faulks and Paul
Raymer complete 25 years as Readers in this diocese.

At our AGM David Browning and Eric Dwyer retired as Engagements
Secretary and Treasurer respectively after many years in office. ' We thank
them for their service and welcome in their place Pat Richards as Treasurer and
Peter Conabeer as Engagements Secretary.
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The following Readers were ordained at Petertide. Jayne Crooks, Rosemary
Elliott, Malcolm Jones, Roy Murray and Barrie Roberts. We send them our
congratulations, thanks for past services and best wishes for their future
ministry.

Andrea Weston was admitted as a Reader in 2002 but not licensed to a parish
due to what was believed to be an impending move. She and her husband, now
working in London, have sold their house and moved in the short term into
rented accommodation in the St Albans diocese. She hopes to start her active
ministry down there. Her current address is. 54, Wye Gardens, High
Wycombe, HP12 3DU.

Obituary

Sadly we report the sudden death of one of our younger Readers. Martin Knox
was licensed to St Boniface, Quinton, where he was chairman of the PCC and a
member of the leadership team during the parish’s long interregnum. Martin
was described as a great enthusiast who was always eager to share his faith.

He was the senior partner at solicitors Anthony Collins and his speciality in
housing law allowed him to express his passion for urban regeneration. In this
capacity, to quote a speaker at his funeral, “he could speak to lords and the
underclass’. He regularly had discussions with Government at all levels. At
his funeral his elder brother, the evangelist lan Knox said ‘Jesus Christ
influenced all of hislifeand work.” Can there be a better epitaph than that ?

Correction to April Newdletter

We reported in obituary notes for Ron Linden that he had studied for his PhD
in English Literature and implied that his time in Birmingham was spent
throughout as alecturer at the College of Commerce.

His widow Beryl, having read the Newsletter, writes: Ron had no wish to take
a PhD in English Literature. It was an investigation and preliminary
experiment concerning lay observation of temperamental influences on
children’s learning and reading. He came to Birmingham as a Senior Lecturer
at the Birmingham College of Commerce, but for the most part was Principal
Lecturer at the Birmingham Polytechnic (now UCE) - and finaly a Visiting
Professor at a new university in Japan. He gained his PhD whilst in Japan.”.
She also points out that although Ron transferred his licence to St Nicholas,
Curdworth, they continued to live in Sutton Coldfield.

Beryl has sent a number of Ron’s poems, and the one printed below was read at
his funeral.
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A Chorusfor the Second Millenium

We take uncertainty - We take the promise

Theimposter that it is - of new heavens and

and hurl it into limbo. new earth, knowing

We take resolution, new we shall become

keep it poised, at ready in great or lesser measure.

We take our gatherings We take our planet,

of heaped-up deeds, seeit asaplatform

achievements, visions, for continuing mission.

Offering them we say: No boundaries are set

these place upon the altar. by the engine of the spirit.
Ron Linden

Sharing Skillsand Experiences

Stephen Linstead, a Reader in the Solihull team with experience in handling
the legal side of buildings and ministry in a Team context, is willing to be
consulted by phone or e-mail. Would other Readers like to offer to share their
experience and skills ?

Readers Weekend Conference at Nottingham

Our Warden, Secretary and David Pycock, one of the Assistant Wardens
represented the Birmingham Association at the Centra Readers Council ‘s
national conference and AGM at Nottingham University.

The conference was addressed by Dr Christina Baxter, Principal of St John's
College, Nottingham and herself a Reader, the national chairman, Bishop
Graham Dow, whose paper, The Developing Ministries of Christ in the Church
- and the place of Reader Ministry today is printed in the Autumn edition of
The Reader, and Bishop John James, Bishop of Liverpool, himself a Reader for
seven years.

Pat Nappin, national secretary, has now retired and been succeeded by Alan
Wakely, who will share the role with Philip McDonough, as Associate
Secretary.

ReadersCME

The next training day on 21% May is on Preaching, see the back page for
details. There will also be atraining day on “Taking a Funeral Service”. This
will likely be one Saturday in June. In the Autumn we hope to hold a special
Centenary event.
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From The Engagements Secretary

Travel Expense Claims

If a Reader is invited to take a service outside of the parish to which they are
licensed, they are entitled to travel expenses at the rate of 40p per mile.

Before the beginning of 2004, travel expenses were covered as part of the fee
charged to the visited parish by the Readers Board and invoiced by the
Engagements Secretary. It was decided that from the beginning of 2004,
parishes would not be charged a fee for the use of avisiting Reader.

It is now up to the individual Reader to claim their expenses from the parish
visited at the time of taking a service. To avoid any embarrassment if the
officers of the parish are not aware of the situation, Peter Conabeer,
Engagements Secretary, will mention to the priest, churchwarden, or whoever
makes the request for a Reader, that the Reader may claim expenses.

Peter suggests that any Reader who is approached directly by a parish to take a
service, should advise at that time that travel expenses may be claimed. Any
gueries, please contact Peter on 0121-3826761 or 01527 583260.

www.Reader sBirmingham.or g.uk

The Diocese of Birmingham Readers Association now has a web presence.
The web pages are very much a work in progress but there is a considerable
volume of material aready present.

The most obvious gap is that we do not have photographs of Readers formally
exercising their ministry or doing other things, such as washing up and
working to earn aliving. High contrast pictures that could be put onto the web
site would be much appreciated. Photographs should be sent to David Pycock.
Please write your name and address on the back of each photograph, in pencil,
and they will be returned. If you plan to email images please scan them at a
reasonable resolution, to produce a file of around 300 Kbytes so that | can
reduce it appropriately. The preferred file formats are jpg, gif and ppm.

David Pycock

397 Heath Road South

Northfield

Birmingham

B31 2BB D.Pycock@bham.ac.uk
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Forthcoming Training Opportunities
Growing Gifts

Matthew’s Gospel

Saturday 5 March, The Trinity Centre, Sutton Coldfield
Saturday 12 March, St Mark, Londonderry
Wednesday 16 March, St James, Shirley

Introduction to Theology

The Passion According to Mark and John
Wednesday 5 January (and following Wednesdays)
10.30 am to 12:30 pm at The Cotteridge Church.
Thursday 14 April (and following Thursdays)

7:30 - 9:30 pm at The Trinity Centre, Sutton Coldfield.

Being the Church in Post Modern Society
Wednesday 5 January (and following Wednesdays)
7:30 pm to 9:30 pm, The Cotteridge Church

Further details from Pam Rhodes:
Tel.: 0121 426 0400
Email: P.Rhodes@Birmingham.Anglican.org

Training in Pastoral Prayer Ministry

10: 00 am to 12:30 pm, Saturdays at St Boniface Church (£5)
8 January, The Emotional Cup

22 January, The Route Map

5 February, Spiritual Tools

Tel.: 0121 426 3166
Readers CME

Preaching

Saturday 21 May, St Philip’s Dorridge

Led by Brian Russell and Liz Howlett

A practical refresher course on sermon composition and preaching.

Funeral Training

A Saturday in June, Diocesan Office, Harborne

The practicalities of funeral arrangements, pastoral care and
familiarisation with the order of service.

Further details on the above are available from Andrea Stevens:
Tel.: 0121 426 0400
Email: A.Stevens@Birmingham.Anglican.org




